
APUSH (Advanced Placement United States History)– Summer Assignment 
You are presently signed up for AP US History for next school year.  This packet is a summer assignment (very 

typical for advanced classes) to complete and turn in on the first day back next school-year.  If this is very intimidating to 
you, you may want to reconsider if this is the right class for you.  AP stands for Advanced Placement – a higher degree of 
difficulty and effort should be expected.  The summer assignment is important to get a head start on the class prior to 
school starting because there is a lot of material to get through by early May in order to be prepared for the nation-wide 
AP Exam.  Expect to be challenged, but expect this to be an interesting, rewarding, and (maybe even) fun class.  If you have 
any questions, email me and I will get back to you as soon as I read your email.  Plan ahead, don’t wait until the weekend 
before school starts to get going on this.  Have a nice summer, make the most of it! 

Mr. Maiken – Room 3101 (mmaiken@northmontschools.net) 
 

Assignment Details 
1. Read “Period 1 (1491-1607) The Meeting of Three Peoples”  - If you go to my webpage through the 

Northmont Website, then go to AP US HISTORY, scroll down and click on Summer Assignment – Written 
Assignment Resource, you’ll find the pdf of the chapter above.  Or you can directly access it through this link… 
http://mrsshar.weebly.com/uploads/3/7/2/9/37290055/unit_1_1491-1607_review_barrons.pdf 

 
2. Answer the following questions IN HANDWRITTEN FORM – NEATLY!. (avoid copying information 

verbatim – try to  write your responses in your own words so that you’re processing the information) 
a. For each of the following, identify a few current US states that make up the area being described…the 

Southwest, the Pacific Northwest, the Great Basin, the Great Plains, the Eastern US. 
b. Explain how their environment impacted the native peoples of the Southwest, the Pacific 

Northwest, the Great Basin, the Great Plains, and the Eastern US. 
c. Explain why natives in the ‘New World’ were so susceptible to diseases from Europeans. 
d. What were conquistadores AND what was their role in the New World? 
e. Although slavery has existed amongst humans for almost all of time, how did the concept of slavery 

significantly change in the 1500s? 
f. What is the ‘Columbian Exchange’ and how were the ‘New’ and ‘Old’ Worlds impacted. 
g. Briefly describe/explain the encomienda system. 
h. Who was a key critic of the encomienda system and what impact did protests have against the 

system. 
i. For each person or group, briefly identify their criticism/view/conflict with traditional Christian 

doctrines of their time…Martin Luther, John Calvin, King Henry VIII, the Jesuits 
j. Explain the negative consequences Spain’s homeland suffered as a result of its large empire. 
k. Explain the advantages of the joint-stock model for exploration and colonization. 
l. Describe Juan Gines de Sepulveda’s view on the native peoples of the New World. 
m. What is ‘miscegenation’, and how did it matter within Spanish society and customs? 
n. In no more than three sentences, explain the conflict between Juan de Onate and the Pueblos. 
o. What is meant by the “Black Legend”? 
p. write a short essay - follow these instructions… 

Pick ANY (school-appropriate) topic and write a paragraph with 1) a thesis (some kind of 
position or claim), 2) supporting arguments, and 3) context or justification for those supporting 
arguments. 4) identify at least one counterpoint to your argument.   Your topic may or may not be 
about history.  Pick something that interests you in some way to make it mean more to you.  The 
purpose of the assignment is to see your writing skills while introducing future elements of the class – 
choose a topic that works for you. 

 
3. Read chapters 1, 2, & 3 of the textbook reading posted on my webpage (maikenhistory.weebly.com) 

Suggested = read chapter 1 as a pre-read before doing the above assignment, then read all three sometime in 
the summer and read them again right before we start school  
Ch 1 = https://maikenhistory.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/2/7/45276447/apush_-_reading_-_chapter_1___period_1__18_.pdf 
Ch 2 = https://maikenhistory.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/2/7/45276447/apush_-_reading_-_chapter_2_p2__18_.pdf 
Ch 3 = https://maikenhistory.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/2/7/45276447/apush_-_reading_-_chapter_3_p2__18_.pdf 

4. Watch Crash Course US History #1 - on my webpage...or… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E9WU9TGrec&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s 

5. Watch Jocz Productions Period 1 video - on my webpage...or… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rSS9Y53jVI&list=PL-69ThEyf7-BOS9ppIm3mpVxnuvcIVVKz&index=2&t=23s 
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